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SKLP'S RASH ACTIONS
DIESROPT MIFICATION SCHEE

On the basis of lenln's Four Principles of Revolution, the South Xorean Iabor
Party conspired in a series of revolts: the October Revolt, the Cheju Do Uprising,
the Yosu-Sunch'on Incident, and the recently attempted September Unification Re-
volt. To provide arms for these revolts, the SKLP bribed the workers of the Ahyon
Ils:n Company, Hyopsung Tougyang Enterpriees, etc., to manufacture hand grenades,
It also bribed pharmaciste of a drug-manufacturing company to odbtain hydrochloric

14, sulfur, etc. The hand gremades vere manufactursd *~d assembled at a seoret
pgm t. It was planned to have a stock of 6,000 fine quality hand grenades by
16 September, in addition to 40 sticks of dynamite and 400 smpules to be used in
the September Revolt, The SKLP furnished over 10 millien vwon for the manufaoture
of these arms.

On 8 July 1949, immediately following the Pyongyang broasdoast announcing the
eatablislment of the Demooratic Front for Unification of the Fatberland, the Cen'ral
Execiitive Ceamittee of the SKLP announced a three-point plan to ite hierarshy:

(1) seizyre of the South Korean govermment by 20 August, (2) unification elsction
on 20 September, and (3) establighment of a central goverrment, the Democratic
People’s Republic of EKoraa in Seoul on 21 September. It was also announced that
the national chairman, Pak Hun-young, would arrive in Seoul by 1 September to con-
duct the unification election. The SKLP also instructed its members to sudmit to
the party, véfore the end of July, all of their perscmal mroperties except minimum
living expenses to tide them over until the "liberation® of South Xorean banks, for
the purpose of finanoing the party activities. As a result, the Seoul headqutrters
alone collected millions of wor from the memberes who sold their houses, farnitwre,
and other persomal belongings.

The SKLP issued all these announcements and insiructions. on.its.own. accord
vithout due authoriiy from the North Korean Reds. The SKLP's self-commitments
weréd the result of false conclusions and assumpiions dravn from the Pyongyeng
broadcast of & July. The only instructions they received then were to designate
the month of July for propaganda and August for disturbances. For the latter, pur-
yose the Military Affairs Department of the SKLP received 6 million won. Hoveve: s
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increased pressure by the pdlice, notably the msss arrest of members of the 3soul
Standing Cormitiee, on 20 Awgust, dlsrupted the party's activities during August
and the following mwontha.

On 8 September, the SELP received an order from North Korea to strengthen
guerrille activities. The ord'r stated, among other things, "Esoh dsy thousande
of our loysl comrades [Euerril]aﬂ are being killed in South Rorea. The situation
urges your immediate execution of an srmed revolt. The North Korean leaders shall
extend to you all pomeidble support.”

The September Revolt plennsd by the SKLP failed, largsly boocause of the BRLP's
niginterpretation of the ordera lssusd by the North Korean lsadsrs and the SELP'e
failure to grasp the essense of the Democratic Front for Unification of Fatherland,
Although the essence of the unificetion proposed by Pyougyang was peaceful unification
of the country by means of a national election, the SKLP through & rash assumpiion
took it to bs & revolution with violenve. Conseguently, the SKLP made preparations A
on the basis that 1t was *  assume the waln role in the "revolution” and that North SR ¢
Korea wonld extend full support. The fact esemed to ba, however, that the North
Eorean Cosmunists' intention was to bhave the SKLP consentrate on guersilla activity
to divert pationsl attention while the so-called "peaceful® unification was taking
place in Secul. The:3KLP's hasty commitmenta appeared to have ruined the whole
schemo, oo

Even after realizing their misiskes, the SELP irclsted on "September Revolution,”
in order to hold the rank and Ille together. EHowever, at this atage it waa too
late to decelve its rank and file any longer. The demoralized SKLP guerrillas were
turning to bandits and disgusted members were renouncing the party by the hundrsds.

After August the authorities' pressure cn the Reds became especially strong
in Seoul, and the Seoul Standing Committee of the SKLP had to give its overt
activities and limit iteelf to underground activities. This frustrated the rank
and file, who gradually lost faith in the SKLP. The Seoul Standing Coma!ttee of
the SKLP bhas not held a eingle open meeting since that time.

The spies plauted in all levels of the Seoul Standing Cammfittee by the police
not ¢.ly collected information but formed anti-SKLP cells to bore from within and
reduce the organization to a hollow shell.

Thie weakening of the Seoul Standing Committee was a fatal blow to the SKLP
a3 a vhols, since the former controlled 80 percent of ths political povwer and 60
peroent of the membership.

In early September, the SELP had 15,000 well-trained loyal intellectual mem-
bers to participate in the September Revolt. Of thess, 12,C00 represented the
General League of the All-Korean Cultural Group which included nine unions of vari-
ous cuitural occupationa. The balance cammrised representatives of the Industrial
Technicisne league, which included 21 unions of industrial workers- According to
the plan, these men vere to leud the September Revolt, whick was to begin with the
blasting of the Ean Geng bridge in Ssoul.

After the failure of the September Revolt, the SKLP resorted to military ac-
tivities along the 38th Parallel in its last-ditch effort to restore ihs morals
of the guerrillse and regain ite dvindling membership by demonstrating ite miii-
tary strength.

The SELP's tenet of "right to :1ll,” as originally intended for revolutionary

purpose, was relentlessly applied to its own members as a force to hold them to-
gether. Hence; threat and fear permeated the hierarchy.
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As the lotal coliapse of itme party became imainent, the SKLP roalized the
noed for a drastic chemge from military to politicel activities. Realizing that
the neglect of political actlvity had given an opportunity to the sprouting of
what they iermed "Titoism,” the lesders made frantic appesls to the magsee under
alogans of “Freedom of demonetration, speech, and assembly.® Nevertheless, taey
failed to check the mounting tide of desertion. ’

From the viev of Netlonalist converts who were formsrly members of the SKiP
the greatest weakness of the South Korean govermment lies in: (1) its political ’
ineptuness in winning the hearts of the people, and (2) its failure to build a
healthy econcmic foundation with which to cope with the Red memace. During the
zenlth of its power, the SKLP had considerable influence over farmers and factory
‘workers through the Farmers Union and the Council of All-Korean Iabor Union. Tt
succeeded in winning these elemsnmio through skillful political propagends, againet
vhich the South Korean govermment's countermeasures were never effective. The Reds
blamed the sggravating economdc hardships om the government in order to alienate
the masees. Hers also the odds were in the.. favor Yecause of economic conditions, P
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